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	Goal 1:  Ability to use critical theory and to write effectively in at least one field of Hispanic Studies [literature/cultural studies/or linguistics]

	Outcomes
	Research Methods
	Findings
	Review
	Actions

	- Literature:  Students will demonstrate effective ability to discuss different literary genres, and write scholarly and critical analysis of  literary works. 

Students will demonstrate ability to identify a problem/thesis and defend it by drawing on relevant literary scholarship. 
- Culture:  Students will demonstrate ability to discuss Hispanic culture by drawing on basic major cultural theories.

Students will demonstrate ability to synthesize an approach to one of these cultural topics, and position their argument within current scholarly debates. 
- Linguistics :  Students will demonstrate ability to accurately discuss different linguistic topics based on major linguistic theories introduced in the courses.  

In all the above mentioned areas, students will produce research of publishable quality, acceptable for presentation at scholarly conferences.
	I. Direct 

a. Exams [tests, quizzes, etc.]

b. Research papers
c. Field Study papers
II. Indirect 

d. Discussions with faculty
	-At least a sample of 5 papers and/or exams was taken from the different 500+ level classes offered in Spanish literature, culture, and linguistics. Samples were all reviewed according to the upgraded questionnaire prepared previously (See Appendix). 
-Samples evaluation shows a consistent satisfactory performance especially at the 500 level in accordance to the learning outcomes for GOAL I. Specifically, students’ performance shows a moderate but constant improvement in the level of sophistication and thorough application of theory expected from our MA students, as well as an ability to connect critically cultural, literary and linguistic information from across their course work. 
	- Faculty were potentially involved in the assessment process throughout the year. One of the issues addressed was improving existing rubrics used in our different graduate courses. In fact, according to the reviewed students’ paper/exam sample, students’ performance this year reflects their responsiveness to the clearer guidance provided through these rubrics.  


	- Spanish faculty will be working on better coordinating between the different courses offered  to ensure a better fulfillment of our learning outcomes articulated for GOAL I, also to ensure students’ preparation in critical theory across all the courses offered at the 500+. 


	Goal 2: Advanced low proficiency in spoken Spanish language and Advanced high in written Spanish (according to ACTFL guidelines).

	Outcomes
	Research Methods
	Findings
	Review
	Actions

	- Students will demonstrate an advanced level of proficiency in written and spoken Spanish according to ACTFL guidelines. 
- Students will demonstrate efficient ability to write creatively in Spanish language, constructing paragraphs of advanced complexity, accurately alternating the use of different tenses, using idiomatic expressions of advanced complexity, and a rich repertoire of abstract terminology.  
	1. Direct 

Exams [tests, quizzes, etc.]

a. Research papers

b. Oral Exams 


	A. Written skill 

Samples review shows a consistent satisfactory performance in accordance to the learning outcomes for GOAL II. Specifically students’ performance shows a moderate but constant improvement in writing, especially in the ability to connect critically cultural, literary and linguistic information from across their course work 

B. Oral skills
Formal Oral Proficiency Interviews were given to the 9 students completing the M.A. program.  All met the goal articulated in Goal II with the following results:

--2 are native speakers

-- 2 were rated Superior

--2 rated Advanced Mid

--2 were Advanced High

. 
	- Faculty were continuously involved in the review process
- More rigorous standards for oral and writing proficiency levels were applied this year especially under the guidance of one Spanish graduate faculty who became a certified OPI tester and received an ACTFL workshop in writing and is now overseeing its implementation in the graduate curriculum. 

An additional Spanish faculty member attended an ACTFL workshop to become an OPI tester.  He is in the process of obtaining that credential.

- In last year report we mentioned our plan to upgrade an assessment for the M.A. oral exit exam. We are still working on that. 
 
	-Developing an assessment for the M.A. oral exit exam. 
-  Spanish faculty will keep working to maintain the Advanced proficiency in writing and oral skills.

We are centralizing our information on the OPI to facilitate reporting results.


	Goal 3: Growing cross-cultural awareness and involvement in the Hispanic community in Cleveland and beyond. 

	Outcomes
	Research Methods
	Findings
	Review
	Actions

	1- Professional level
Students will demonstrate ability to write academic papers that could be given at scholarly conferences, or published in academic journals.  Acceptance into Ph.D. programs is a further measure of  success.  Students will perform professional services relevant to the Hispanic community, and participate in professional development activities.  Non-native speakers will participate in a study abroad program and complete a field study project.
2- Social level
Students will participate in and perform leadership in events and activities pertinent to the Hispanic world.
	1. Direct

a. Acceptance in PhD programs
b. Conference presentations

c. Study abroad field study papers
2. Indirect 

a. Alumni survey


	- At least 80% of the field study projects show the Spanish B.A. satisfactory familiarity with the growing influence of the Hispanic culture in the global society. 

- For the third year in a row our methods indicate a satisfactory level performance among students who are actively involved in cultural activities and/or events related to the Hispanic culture.
- At least 5 of our graduate students gave papers at one professional conference during AY 2008-09. 

	- Spanish faculty members continued their involvement in extracurricular activities that are directly related to or at least include the Hispanic community (e.g. Cleveland Film Festival,  the Mesa Española. Latinos Unidos, Cultural Crossings).  Students were exposed to and given opportunities to interact with the Hispanic community in Cleveland and beyond.  


	- We are planning to maintain and increase our level of engagement with the Hispanic community in Cleveland and beyond. 
-We will continue our commitment to study abroad, offering our program in Mexico and alternating programs in Spain and Costa Rica.  Costa Rica was a new program last year, and we plan to offer it again in summer 2010.
- Spanish faculty will work on administering the IDI test to our graduate students earlier in the AY, and discuss ways of improving students’ intercultural proficiency in accordance to the results we get.   This will be done this summer for M.A. students studying abroad who can use their profile to identify issues to work on while abroad.
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